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Three held for encashing forged
cheques from IIT-Delhi accounts

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Three persons have
been arrested for allegedly
withdrawing over Rs.34 lakh
from different bank accounts
of the Indian Institute of
Technology here through
forged cheques in a span of
over two months,

The police are also probing
the role of an insider as most
of the cheques forged by the
accused were those which
were first issued and then
cancelled by the accounts de-
partment of the institute.

The fraud came to light
when Canara Bank accounts
officer RK. Gupta informed

the IIT-Delhi accounts de-,

partment that Rs.0.75 lakh
cheque had been debited
from the account of the in-

stitute on September 21.
When the institute took up
the matter with the bank it
was found that the said
cheque had been prepared in
the name of M/s Watchers
and Keepers for Rs.1.79 lakh
and was later cancelled. Simi-
larly, three wunauthorised
cheques for Rs.9.75 lakh,
Rs.7.75 lakh and Rs.7.15 lakh
were debited from another
account of the institute at
PNB Custom House at IGI
Airport,

These cheques were also
wrongly prepared by the.ac-
counts department of the in-
stitute and thus cancelled.
Efforts were also made to en-
cash another cheque, but the
accused did not succeed.

A First Information Report
in the case was registered at

the Vasant Vihar police sta-

tion on November 2 based on -

the complaint of Deputy Reg-
istrar (Accounts), {IT-D, M.
K. Gulati,

Taking up 1nvest1gatlon, a
police team led by Station
House Officer (Vasant Vihar)
Inspector Ved Prakash ques-
tioned one Vishal, who had
given surety for one of the
accounts opened by the
cheats, and found that he had
no knowledge about the
opening of the said account.
He purportedly told the po-
lice that one of his relatives,
Ajay Kashyap, had recently
borrowed his pass beok for
taking car loan.

At this, the police team ar-
rested Ajay on November 10
outside IIT campus. Two

country-made pistols, 10 live
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3 held for siphoning off II'T-Delhi’s ¥38 lakhs

cartrldges and several pass
books and cheques books
were seized from  his
possession.

Two of his accomplices,
Ashu and Vipin, were arrest-
ed later at his instance,

The accused purportedly
told the police that they had
comunitted the fraud at the
behest of their gang leader
Manoj Tyagi, who has earlier
been arrested for similar of-
fence. Ashu and Vipin, who
have earlier worked in cou-
rier companies, would alleg-
edly steal cheques from
different courier services and
supplied it to Manoj and Ajay.
The two would then scan the
stolen cheques, put the
names and addresses of
forged account holders and
encash them, the police said.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 15

The south Delhi police has
arrested three youths for
allegedly withdrawing
Z34.80 lakhs from the bank
accounts of IIT-Delhi using
forged cheques,

The accused, identified as
Ajay Kumar Kashyap,
Ashu Kumar and Vipin
Kumar, were arrested fol-
lowing a complaint filed by
IIT-Delhi deputy registrar
(accounts), M.K. Gulati,
who stated that illegal with-

drawals were made from
the .institute’s accounts in
Canara Bank and Punjab
National Bank.

The IIT-Delhi was
informed by Canara Bank
on October 19 that 29.75
lakhs were debited from its
account through a can-
celled cheque.

A similar statement was
received from PNB that
three unauthorised
cheques of €9.75 lakhs, X7.75
lakhs and %7.15 lakhs had
been encashed.

During investigation, it

turned out that the bank
accounts into which the
money was transferred
were opened using fake
documents.

“One Vishal Kumar, a
guarantor of the fake
account, was interrogated.
He revealed that he had
given his bank passbook to
his relative Kashyap who
was arrested. He spilled the
beans about the involve-
ment of two others,” DCP
(south) Chhaya Sharma
said.

“He revealed to us that

they committed the fraud
on the direction of one
Manoj Tyagi. He was assist-
ed by Ashu Kumar, Vipin
Kumar and S. Mittal, Ashu
Kumar and Vipin Kumar
were arrested from
Muradnagar (UPy and
Sitaram Bazar in Delhi,
respectively,” DCP Sharma
said.

The accused had collected
the details of some account
holders and forged their
signature as the “introduc-
er” while opening the fake
accounts .

They used to steal can-
celled cheques and scanned
them on a high-quality
scanner,

The scanned cheques
were then edited and
cashed without bank’s or
institute’s knowledge.

The police said Vipin has
spent the money on the
marriage of his sister while
Kashyap purchased a plot
worth ¥ lakhs in

Muradnagar.

Tyagi, who is absconding,
was earlier arrested in a
similar crime.
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Trio arrested for siphoning
¥34.80 lakh from IIT accounts

STAFF REPORTER W NEW DELHI

South Delhi police has arrest-
ed three youths for alleged-
ly withdrawing ¥34.80 lakh
t)r'orn the bank accounts of ITT-
Delhi using forged cheques.
The accused have been identi-
fied as Ajay Kumar Kashyap,
Ashu Kumar and Vipin Kumar.
The arrest was made following
a complaint lodged by MK
Gulati, Deputy Registrar
{Accounts) of ITT-Delhi.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, South, Chhaya Sharma
said, “A complaint was received
by MK Gulati, Deputy
Registrar (Accounts) of IIT-
Delhi, regarding illegal with-
drawals Eom the institution’s
accounts in Canara Bank and
Punjab National Bank. We
received a complaint on
November 1 and Kashyap was
the first to be arrested, follow-
ing which others were appre-
hended. Gulati claimed that on
October 19, they were told b
Canara Bank that ¥9.75 lakg
was debited from the account,
though the institute had can-
celled the cheque which it had
issued. He also said that they
.. Teceived a statement from PNB
. .that - three unauthorised
cheques for ¥9.75 lakh, ¥7.75
lakh and %7.15 lakh had been
debited from their account”
During investigation,
police examined the forms
used to open the bank accounts
to which money was transfered
and found that the addresses
mentioned in the forms were
fake. The addresses of guaran-
tors or sureties were also veri-
fied, but most of them were
also found fictitious. One sure-
ty of the account, Vishal
Kumar, was interrogated, who
revealed that he had provided

his bank pass book to one of his
relatives Kashyap for taking a
car loan, but he denied that he
ever introduced himself as
introducer or surety. Kashyap
was apprehended from near
IIT-Delhi.

During interrogation,
Kashyap told police that he
along with his associates did
these frauds under the instruc-
tions of one Manoj Tyagi. He
was assisted by Ashu Kumar,
Vipin Kumar and S Mittal.
Asiu Kumar and Vipin Kumar
were arrested  from
Muradnagar (UP) and Sitaram
Bazar in Delhi respectively.
Ashui and Vipin told police
that they managed to open the
fictitious accounts with. the
fake IDs provided by Kashyap.

They also collected the

details of some of the existing’

account holders and used their
information as ‘introducer’
while opening these accounts
and forged the signature of the
introducer without ‘their

- knowledge.

Kashyap and TKagi used to
scan the stolen cheques and

ast name and address of
orged accounts holders and
encash these cheques with the
help of their co-assoclates. In
order to improve the quality of
printed forged cheques,
they were planning to purchase
a latest colour printer,
Sharma added.

Kashyap and Tyagi used to
take the major portion and pro-
vided 10 per cent each to Vipin
Kumar and Ashu Kumar. Vipin
spent the money on the mar-
riage of his sister, while
Kashyap purchased a plot
worth T8 lakh in Muradnagar.
Tyagi, who is absconding,
was earlier arrested in a
similar crime.

Page 2 of 16

Times of India ND 16-Nov-11

P-7

3 held for stealing
over I34L from
ITT-D account

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Days after TOI
carried a report on a gang of
criminalsthat had been fraud-
ulently withdrawing money
from the bank account of I'T
Delhi, the Vasant Vihar police
have arrested three youths, in-
cludinga graduate. The police
said one of the accused foyged
the signature of an acquaint-
ance to defraud the institute.
That it was the work of an or-
ganized gang became clear
from the fact that the accused
were armed. The fraudsters
are suspected to have si-
phoned off Rs 34.80 lakh from
the institute’sbank account.
The accused, identified as
Ajay Kumar Kashyap, Ashu
Kumar and VipinKumar, were

GANG AT WORK

apprehended following inves-
tigations into a complaint by
M K Gulati, deputy registrar
(accounts) at ITT-D, that there
were fraudulent withdrawals
from the institution’s "ac-
counts in Canara Bank and
Punjab National Bank located
in the Hauz Khas industrial
area.

"We received a complaint
on November 1 and Kashyap
was the first to be arrested on
November 10 following which
others were apprehended,”
Chhaya Sharma, DCP (south)
said. Gulati had claimed that
on October 19, they were told
by Canara Bank that Rs 9.75
lakh was debited from the ac-
count though the institute had
cancelled the cheque which it
had issued. He also said they
had received a statement from
PNB that three unauthorized

cheques for Rs. 9.75 lakh, Rs
7.75 lakh and Rs 7.15 lakh had
been debited from their ac-
count.

Police collected the forms
used to openbank accounts in-
to which the money was trans-
ferred. The forms were exam-
ined and it was found that the
address given was fake. The
addresses of guarantors or
sureties were also verified but
most of them were also found
to be fictitious. One account
guarantor, Vishal Kumar,
when interrogated told cops
hehad provided hisbank pass-
book toarelativenamed Kash-
yap to apply for a car loan but
hedenied that he ever acted as
bank introducer or provided
surety toKashyap.

"The accused told us that
they committed frauds under
the instruction of one Manoj
Tyagi who was assisted by
Ashu Kumar, Vipin Kumar
and $Mittal. Ashu Kumar ahd
Vipin Kumar were arrested
from Muradnagar (UP) and
Sitaram Bazar in Delhi re-
spectively” Sharma said.
Ashu and Vipin told police
that they managed to open the
fictitious accounts with fake
IDs provided by Kashyap.
They also collected the details
of someexisting account hold-
ers and used this information
to open accounts, and even
forged the signature of the
“introducer” without the
knowledge of the genuine ac-
count holders.

"Kashyap and Tyagi used
to scan stolen cheques and
pastethenamesand addresses
of forged accounts holders to
encash cheques with the help
of their associates,” Sharma
said.
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3 youths arreste

for withdrawing
335 lakh from II

HT Correspondent

m htreparters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Delhi Police have
arrested three youths, includ-
ing a graduate, for allegedly
withdrawing ¥34.80 lakh from
different bank accounts of IIT-
Delhi using forged and fabri-
cated cheques.

The arrested have been iden-
tified as Ajay Kumar Kashyap,
Ashu Kumar and Vipin Kumar,
According to the investigating
officer, the arrested are part of
an organised gang which spe-
cialises in preparing forged
cheques and encashing them
through fake bank accounts.

“The gang used to steal gen-
uine cheques from courier serv-
ices. Then, they would scan
those cheques and print the
details such as cheque and
account number. Later, they
would encash the money using
the fabricated cheques,” said the
officer.

According to him, Manoj
Tyagi, mastermind of the
gang, is still absconding He
used to arrange the cheque
papers through his econtacts in
banks.

The gang used to steal
genuine cheques from
cotrier services. Then,
they used to scan them and
encash money using

fabricated cheques.
-~ POLICE OFFICER

Three pistols, including two
country-made, 10 live cartridges,
11 mobile phones and some scan-
ned forged cheques of different
bank aceounts were recovered
from them, the police said.

Chhaya Sharma, deputy com-
missioner of police (south) said
that the complainant —MK
Gulati, deputy registrar
(accounts) of IIT-Delhi — stat-
ed that there were illegal with-
drawals from the institution's
accounts in Canara Bank and
Punjab National Bank. The
amount was debited using four
forged cheques.

Ashiz and Vipin informed the
police that they managed to
open fictitious accounts with the
fake IDs provided by Ajay.
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“Three arrested

for siphoning
Rs 34 lakh from

T accounts

The three had forged cheques to withdraw the money from;

two separate bank accounts.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

THREE youths, including a
graduate, were arrested for al-
legedly withdrawing Rs 34.80
lakh from the bank accounts of
IIT-Delhi  through forged
cheques, police said.

“Ajay Kumar Kashyap, Ashu
Kumar and Vipin Kumar were
arrested following an investiga-
tion into a complaint by M K Gu-
lati, Deputy Registrar (Accounts)

of IIT-D, that illegal withdrawals -
were made from the institute’s .

accounts in Canara Bank and
Punjab National Bank (PNB),”
said Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South) Chhaya Sharma.

The police received the com-
plaint on November 1. Kashyap
was the first person from the
gang tobe arrested.

Gulati had alleged that on Oc-
tober 19, they were told by Canara
Bank that Rs 9.75 lakh was deb-
ited from the institute’s account
— although the latter had can-
celled the cheque issued by it.
They also received statements
from PNB that three unautho-
rised cheques for Rs9.75 lakh, Rs
7.75 lakh and Rs 7.15 lakh had
been debited from their accounts.

In the course of the investiga-
tion, police collected the forms
that were used to open the bank
accounts. Upon examining the
documents, police learnt that the
address given in the forms was
fake. The addresses of guaran-
tors or sureties were also verified,
but most of them were found to
be fictitious.

When Vishal Kumar, a surety
of the account, was questioned,
he revealed that he had provided
his bank passbook to a relative —
Kashyap — for taking a car loan.
However, he denied that he had

PURUSHOTTAM SHARMA

ever introduced himself as an‘ix;-i
troducer’ or surety.

Kashyap was later arrested
near IIT-Delhi.

“He told us that they haq
committed the fraud under thg
instructions of one Manoj Tyagj,
He was assisted by Ashu Kumaz,
Vipin Kumar and § Mittal. Ashy
Kumar and Vipin Kumar werg
arrested from Muradnagar in Uty
tar Pradesh and Sitaram Bazar in,
Delhirespectively,” Sharma said,

Ashu and Vipin told policg

u
ASHU AND Vipin il
told police thatthey !
managed to open ’
fictitious accounts with 4
fake IDs providedby 1
Kashyap.Theyalso !
collected information on "
existing account holders
for posing as introducerso

that they opened fictitious ag
counts with fake 1Ds provided by
Kashyap. They also collected iny
formation on existing accouny,
holders and used the informatio
as ‘introducer’. Later, they
opened the accounts and forged
signatures of the introducer with-
out the knowledge of genuine ac-
count holders.

It was decided that whﬂg
Kashyap and Tyagi would takg
the larger share of the money
procured, Vipin and Ashu would
get 10 per cent cach. 5

“Vipin spent the money fog
marrying off his sister whilg
Kashyap purchased a plot worth
Rs 8 lakh in Muradnagar. Tyagi,
who is absconding, was earlier ar-
rested in a similar crime,”
Sharma said.
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EDUCATION REFORM

Prime Minister

dannounces

meta university plan

The meta university
will allow flexibility in
the curriculum, let
students pursue
subjects of their choice

By JacoB P. KosHY &
PRASHANT K. NANDA

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Manmo-

han Singh said the gov-

ernment will set up a so-
called meta university that will
allow students flexibility in de-
signing their curticulum and
pursuing subjects and combi-
nations of their choice in an ef-
fort to make higher education
more liberal and accessible to
the masses.

To be spearheaded by the
National Innovation Council
(NIC), Singh said the meta uni-
versity \“would enable a stu-
dent of astrophysics at the In-
dian Institute of Science, Ban-
galore, for example, to take up
a course in comparative litera-
ture at Jadavpur University.
Such creative reconfigurations
are expected to create new
minds conducive to innova-
tion”.

Members of the NIC said the
meta university will offer de-
grees and is likely to start func-
tioning in the next academic
year. The proposed university
will initially begin discussions
with Delhi-based institutions
such as Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, the University of Delhi
and Indira Gandhi National
Open University to allow their
registered students to take
courses within these institutes.

“Much of the details are still
being worked out,” said R.
Gopalakrishnan, additional
secretary in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office and a member of
the NIC. “But initially we are
trying to get leading Delhi-
based institutions on board.
The HRD (human resource de-
velopment) ministry is closely
working with us on this.”

Existing rules prohibit stu-
dents registered at one univer-
sity from attending classes or
courses offered at another, un-
less there are exchange ar-
rangements. The meta univer-
sity concept is similar to the
Academy of Scientific and In-
novative Research, a recent
“virtual” university champi-
oned by the Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research
(CSIR). This allows CSIR, a
publicly funded industrial re-
search consultancy, to offer
courses, degrees and diplomas
to graduates without requiring

[y

Innovative leaming: Singh says such creative reconfigurations are

Banss Nancia/BLoowsERe

expected to create new minds conducive to innovation.

them to register with brick-
and-mortar universities.

“The aim is to enable infor-
mation technology (IT) con-
nectivity,” said Samir Brahma-
chari, director general of CSIR
and an NIC member. “Of
course, not every student will
be physically able to take every
course at the university of his
choice. But no one would be
deprived of the chance to ac-
cess course material of his
choice.”

With a huge unskilled popu-
lation and a shortage of talent,
this isn’t the first time that the
government is experimenting
with such alternative methods.
On 1! November, the Union
cabinet approved a 1,200
crore National Knowledge Net-
waork to electronically connect
India’s 572 universities, 25,000
colleges and at least 2,000 pol-
ytechnics.

In 2009, the government had
approved connecting 18,000
colleges and 419 universities.
So far, however, only 11,600
colleges have got Internet con-
nectivity—a success rate of
47%, according to governmment
data.

With the government unable
to make much progress on sev-
eral higher education reforms,
this announcement appears to
be another grand idea that
lacks a coherent road map for
implementation, some experts
say. The Foreign Universities
Bill, the Educational Tribunal

Bill, the Prohibition of Unfair

Practices Bill, the National
Council for Higher Education
and Research Bill and the Na-
tional Academic Depository
Bill are among the many re-
form measures awaiting the
approval of Parliament. Even
the Right to Education legisla-

tion is yet to be notified by a
dozen states, 19 months after it
came into force.

“I don't think we are doing
reform. The ultimate reform
will be giving more freedom to
good institutes,” said Yash Pal,
an eminent academician and a
former Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity chancellor, He said sev-
eral so-called higher education
Bills such as the Foreign Uni-
versities Bill are “not re-
quired”.

If the government wants to
champion  multidisciplinary
education, it should not have
turned the IT department of
Banaras Hindu University into
an Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT), said Yash Pal, who
helped prepare the national
school curriculum for the Un-
jon government.

Pritam Singh, a former di-
rector of the Indian Institute of
Management, Lucknow, said
the meta university and usage
of technology are great ideas,
but the effort should not end
up creating another distance
education platform. “We need
to promote physical connectiv-
ity as well,” he said. “We
don’t have a concept of schol-
ars-in-residence, where emi-
nent people come and stay on
campus for interactions.”

“Our university system has
become too bureaucratic. We
have specialized in talking
about great ideas but don’t im-
plement them. Had we imple-
mented even 5% of what we
have been talking for decades,
the system would:have been
different,” said Singh, who is
currently the director general
of the International Manage-
ment Institute, a leading pri-
vate business school in Delhi.

Jjacob.k@livemint.com
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‘Meta university’ to help students pursue
- two courses in different institutes

Rs 5,000-cr National Innovation Fund announced to support new ideas

Our Bureau
New Delhi, Nov. 15
Students will soon be able to
pursue two courses simulta-
"neously in two different
institutions,

The Government has pro-
posed setting up a ‘meta uni-
versity’, which will make it
possible for, say, an IIT Kan-*
pur, student to also enrol in
the Ancient History course in
Jawaharlal Nehru University
or a mathematics student
from Indian Institute of Sci-
ence to pursue a course in
comparative literature from
Jadavpur University.

The setting up of the ‘meta
university’ was announced by
the Prime Minister, Dr Man-
mohan Singh, on Tuesday,
while releasing the first re-
port of the National Innova-
tion Council (NIC).

The Government also an-
nounced a Rs 5,000-crore
National Innovation Fund,
with initial infusion of Rs 100
crore, to support new ideas

that will be useful for the

" common people.

OPEN SOURCE LEARNING

The Chairman of the NIC, Mr
Sam Pitroda, said, “They
(students) would be tested
for their competencies before
enrolling into a programme
in another university and will
be awarded degrees.”

He sgid the idea was to en-
able studeats to use open
source .learning material
from across the globe, includ-
ing material prepared by In-
dian Institutes of
Technology, ‘

The Finance Minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, said the
‘meta university’ would be
operational from next year.
“Tt will be a collaborative and
multi-disciplinary learning
platform,” he added.

The university will lever-
age the national knowledge
network programme that al-
ready connects major insti-
tutes  across the country

The Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, with the Chairman, National Innovative Council, Mr Sam Pitroda and

the Finance Minister, Mr Pranab Mukhe

Capital on Tuesd;ay. ~ Ramesh

. through high-speed fibre-
based broadband
connectivity.

Tribune ND 16-Nov-1

Sharma

rjee, releasing the first report of National Innovation Council in the

It also promises an unique huge unmet demand for high and availability of a dedicated

opportunity to the country quality education in an envi-
for innovation, given the ronment of limited resources

1 P-20

national network, said the re-
port. ‘

Tobacco ban goes up in smoke at 48% educational institutes,

MAJOR FINDINGS

1 Tobacco products were being sold
within 100 yards of 47.5% institu-
tions, even with signage, in the six

districts covered.

Golaghat in Assam, Srinagar and
Budgam in J&K, Jagatsinghpur in
Orissa, Shahjahanpur in UP and
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan covered

Out of 175 tobacco vendors observed,
only 15 had anti-tobacco signs

Among shops where signage was

there, 13.3% were selling tebacco to minors, Shops without
signage had 16.25% incidence of tobacco sale to minors

Signage presence around educational institutions was

less than 5% in Shahjahanpur, Jhunjhunu and Golaghat;

8:7% In Bodgam; 12:5% In Srinagar and dagatsinghpur

Aom Tanpon/TNS

NEw DELH), NOVEMBER 15
A significant new study
released yesterday has
revealed the pathetic state of
the implementation of the
anti-tobacco law around half
of India’s educationat estab-
lishments where tobacco
products are available
despite a blanket ban on their
sale. Budgam district of
Kashmir  division has
emerged as the top violator in
this respect.

Conducted by the Volun-
tary Health Association of
india in Assaim, s 3id

Kashmir, Orissa, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan, the
survey has found that around
more than 48% of educa-
tional institutions - including
those that had anti-tobacco -
signage around - cigarettes
and other tobacco products
were being sold within a 100
yard perimeter - something
banned under the law.

The study was undertaken
between May and June this
year to ascertain whether
tobacco products were being
sold near educational insti-
tutions.- But the findings
clearly reveal that the law

was in tatters desplte reS™ Ve m respact 1o

having been notified by the
Ministry of Health.

For the survey, 557 institutes
were covered in Golaghat in
Assam, Srinagar and Budgam
in J&K; Jagatsinghpur in Oris-
sa; Shahjahanpur in UP and
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan.

Budgam in Jammu and
Kashmir emerged as the fore-
runner in violations with
active smoking observed in
43.3% of the institutions on
the campus. It was followed
by 29.6% in Golaghat, 12.5%
in Srinagar, 8.4% in Shahja-
hanpur, 2.1% in Jhunjhunu
and 0% in Jagatsinghpur.

Py

signs

‘that convey “No smoking for

minors”, 53.3% violations
were observed in Budgam
followed by Srinagar and
Jagatsinghpur (18.8% viola-
tions); Golaghat (12.3%),
Jhunjhunu (2.1%}) and Shah-
jahanpur (1.8%).

Under Section 6 of the Cig-
arettes and other Tobacco
Products {(Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regula-
tion of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and Dis-
tribution) Act, 2003
(COTFA), sale of tobacco to
and by minors is banned so is
any such sale within 100
bt Licabional insttGHKS,

TR
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what’s
new

T Kharagpur fest to take
up security threats

II'T Kharagpur's annual tech-
no-management festival is
going to be a platform for the
vouth to find solutions related

to national security threats
and also change their image to
a constructive one.

Started in 2004, K<hitij is
billed as the largest festival of
its kind in Asia. The next edi-
tion, slated for January 27-30,
2012, is o platform for talented
students across the world to
exhibit their scientific “dex-
terity” and managerial
ACUITen.

Kshitij 2012 has come up
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with a concept of involving the
vouth for the greater purpose
of the nation. Prayaas is one
such effort. Students all
across India have been invited
to voice their plan of action to
eliminate security threats
countrywide, The challenge
for the participants will be to
find a perfect solution. They
have to find a non-violent
approach to counter the
forces hitting India’s peace.
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Scientists plan to

unveil hand-held
e-nose to detect TB

Kounte yo Sinha | raam

Mew Delhi: Breathalyzers, hithertoused to test
your breath for aleohol, will seon help detect tu-
berculosis, one of the most infections airborne
diseases,

By @012, Indian scientists plan to unwveil an
electronic nose— a hand-held battery-powered
device — much like a personal breathalyzen,
which is beingdeveloped to diagnose TB by de
tecting changes, typical in the breath of those
suffering from the aihment. A normal human
breath is believed to hawve over 2,500 molecules,
The scientists from Delhi’s International Cen-
tre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
(ICGER) have discovered seven molecules,
which are typical tothe breath of TB patients,
lenovm as biomarkers.

From January 2012, five institutes — two in
Delhi and one each in Kolkata, Chennai and
NMumbai — will earry out a multi-centre study
to validate the biomarkers, The study that will

irwolve S0 subjects— 250 with TB, and 250with
svmptorms of the disease — 1= likely to be ac-
complished by December 2012, after which the
technology will be transferred toa firm in Cali-
fornia to develop a prototype by October: 2012,
The project received a grant of $9,50,000 from
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Grancd
Challenges Programme last wesli, Dr Ranjan
Manda and Dr Virander Chauhan from the 1C-
GEB will gather breath samples from TBE pa-
tients and use gas chromatography-mass spec-
trommetry to identify and track molecules that
wotlld serve as biomarkers todiagnose TH.
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Social networking in organisations

ACK WELCH had once

famously said, “When

the rate of change outs-

ide exceeds the rate of

change inside, the end
isin sight.” One of the changes
outside that has assumed fre-
netic pace is the way we com-
municate, team and collabora-
te. There is a proliferation of
mobile devices and technolo-
gies. And we are accessing,
disseminating and exchanging
information in real time as we
message on the run. We are u-
sing Twitter, Skype, Facebook
and mynad other means to co-
minumicate with each other a-
nd share “stuff”.

We chat, share ideas and
exchange breaking news. Th-
ere are completely new terms
that are in vogue. Writing on
the wall no longer means the
inevitable. It means someone
has written a message on your
Facebook wall. You no longer
dislike someone or something
— you “unlike”. You do not
disclose stuff, you “unhide”.
They are almost like the new
terms coined by Orwell in
1984 such as “doublethink”
and “newspeak”,

The pace of change outside
Your organisation in commu-

hications is probably faster

than inside your organisation.
Many organisations have tried
to ban Facebook and Twitter.
Young employees have found
creative ways to bypass those
restrictions. The question is: if
you find a tool that has the fea-
tures of Twitter and Facebook
but is offered in a secure, en-
terprise environment, would
you turn social networking to
your advantage? Farsighted or-
ganisations do notjust embrace
change. They drive and shape
the change. They are the ones
who really see the writing on
the wall. Robert Goizueta, the
former CEO of Coca-Cola, had
said, “It is extremely important
tharyou show seme théeristyi-
ty to your past in'Brde 26 ‘sho

proper respect for the future.”

Roopen Roy

. EVOLUTION: Pace of change outside the organisation in communications is probably faster than inside it. That is

exactly why many of us are changing our past ways of collaboration and driving Enterprise Social Networking

That is exactly what many of us
are doing — changing our past
ways of collaboration and driv-
ing Enterprise Social Network-
ing (ESN).

ESN is not a flash in the
pan. The revenues from ESN
applications will exceed $769
million, according to Gartner,
and the outlay of companies to
implement ESN will run into
billions of dollars. It is a serious
wave that will transform the
way we interact instde a busi-
ness enterprisé and the time
has come to grasp the nettle.

There are several competing
products in the market. Sales-
force.com has launched Chat-
ter. Chatter creates a private so-
cial network within an enter-
prise, and in the words of its
creator, it helps people to col-

duborate saetoss geographiesyiLethe claimedradvantages acef-
* teams, and hierarchies’ Chat- ‘ued to your efiferprise!'#t is wo- stér de-
ter gives “every employee a rth considering some form of  cisions, and self-organise into

voice and the tools they need to
be productive and successfiil.”
I went to the website of sales-
force.com and found that it
makes pretty impressive claims
about efficiency gains by Chat-
ter adopters: 27 per cent fewer
meetings, 30 per cent reduc-
tion in e-mail, 36 per cent im-
provement in customer resp-
onse, 39 per cent improvement
in collaboration, 52 per cent
greater speed in finding infor-
mation and 56 per cent impr-
ovement in managing custom-
er information. The results are
apparently from a survey done
by an independent third party
“on over 6,000 customers ran-
domly selected, representing o-
rganisations across the globe, of
all sizes and from a diverse set
of industries”. Even if some of

enterprise social networking,
There arerumours that Go-
ogle will soon launch an enter-
prise version of Google+ and
whether Facebook will launch
a closed enterprise social net-
work is anybody’s guess. The
little David in this battle of Go-
Haths is a company called Yam-
mer. It launched about three
years ago. Yammer is used by
over 100,000 companies wor-
Idwide and these customers
include Ford, Thomson-Re-
uters, LG and Deloitte. Yam-
mer’s website claims., “More
than 80 per cent of the Fortune
500 companies are using Yam-
mer.” Yammer describes its va-
lue proposition thus: “Enter-
prise social networking em-
powers employees to be more
productive and successful by

easily, make smarter, fastér de-
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teams to take on any business
challenge. This new way of wo-
rking drives business align-
ment and agility, reduces cycle
times, increases employee en-
gagement and improves rela-
tionships with customers and
partners.” '

While the wave of enterpr-
ise social networking is hitting
the shores of business in every
continent, there are “play saf-
e” advocates. They remind you
of how Shashi Tharoor lost his
job for tweeting (actually that
was not the reason why he resi-
gned). Already we waste mas-
sive amounts of time on e-ma-
iling, they point out, They wa-
mn that a colossal electronic Pa-
rkinson's law is about to be en-
acted. One would recall Park-
inson’s law: “Work expands so
as to fill the time available for
its completion.”

In his delightful book which
I read many years ago, North-
cote Parkinson, a British naval
historian, recorded a devastat-
ing anecdote about a German
steel company during the Sec-
ond World War. It had a mult-
storied headquarters. All its
steel mills had been bombed
and there was no production.
But the volume of paperwork at
its headquarters that travelled
from one floor to the other con-
tinued undiminished and un-
abated. Some of these appre-
hensions should be considered
in designing the implementa-
ticn strategy of ESN but should
not be allowed to thwart its ea-
rly adeption.

In today's world of informa-
tion from any device, anytime,

. anywhere, the balance must be

found between hi-tech and hi-
touch. Enterprise social net-
working looks like one such
neat little bridge. It is not a sil-
ver bullet but is certainly an im-
portant building bleck.

(The wriler is nianaging

! bapblingthem to collaborate bluod esrsou director of Deloitee

'
h

Consulting, Indid. These "
are his personal views)
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Twitter can help save

lives in an emergency

WASHINGTON
Discussion about cardiac
arrests on Twitter, which
is a common practice,
may represent a new
opportunity to provide
life-saving information
about it to the public, a
new study has suggested.

Researchers from the

Perelmanr  School of
Medicine at the
University of

Pennsylvania evaluated
cardiac arrest and resusci-
tation-related Tweets dur-
ing a month-long period
in the spring of 2011 and

. discovered that users fre-
quently share information
about CPR and automat-
ed external defibrillators
(AEDs) and discuss
resuscitation topics in the
news.

“Twitter is an incredible
resource for connecting
and mobilising people,
and it offers users a way to
receive instant feedback
and information. The
potential applications of
social media for cardiac
arrest are vast,” Raina
Merchant, - Assistant
Professor of Emergency
Medicine said.

“Health care providers
and advocacy groups can
push information to the
public about CPR train-
ing and best practices in
cardiac arrest care, and
participate in real-time

: . discussions about cardiac

arrest issues in the media.

“Twitter might even be
harnessed to save lives in
an emergency, by allow-
ing Dbystanders who
respond to cardiac arrests
in public places to seck
information about the
location of the closest
AED,” she said.

In one of the new stud-
ies, the researchers iden-
tified 15,324 tweets
involving cardiac arrest
specific information and
found that 14 per cent
referred to cardiac arrest
events, with 5 percent of
those messages relating
to personal experiences.

Twenty nine percent of
tweets referenced CPR
performance or AED use,
with 23 percent of those
messages involving per-
sonal stories about real-
life performance of CPR
or classroem training in
the  technique  and
likes/dislikes regarding
CPR/AED courses.

Six percent of the
CPR/AED-related mes-
sages referenced what
the researchers termed
“information sharing”,
like observations about
someone giving CPR or
using an AED in a pub-
lic place, or commentary
about the new “hands-
only” CPR guidelines
for bystanders.

Nearly 60 per. cent' of
the tweets related to
health education — such
as advocacy group and
training events — and the
sharing of cardiac arrest-
related news reports
about celebrities, ath-
letes, and young adults
affected by the condition.

In the second study,
they sought to understand
what types of questions
the public is asking about
cardiac arrests on Twitter,
in the hope of getting
clues for how health care
professionals can partici-
pate in the discussion
to provide reliable infor-
mation. )

They found that 21 per
cent were queries about

symptoms, risk factors,

prognosis, the difference
between cardiac arrest and
heart attack, treatment
options, and the use of
therapeutic hypothermia,

Thirty-nine per cent of
question tweets identified
were related t¢ CPR,
including guidelines for
its use, proper technique,
details about certification
classes, and accuracy of
the media portrayal of
resuscitation.

Forty per cent of queries
pertained to AEDs —
costs, device safety and
batteries,  availability,
proper use and effective-
ness. — ANI
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Minor dropin number of |
Indians studying inthe US

India is still the number resents a record highnumber of interna-

two cou ntl’y sen d | ng the Increased numbers of students from China,

maximum number of . EiE st b e e ok
Students to th e US year. Chinese student enrollment in the US

, A ) ' rose to nearly 158,000 students, or nearly
despite a ‘marginal’ drop  22% of the total international stadent popu-
lation, making China the leading sending
country for the second year in a row.
HT Education Correspondent "Students from India, the second
# heducation@hindustantimes.com largest international cohort in the US,

' decreased by one percent to nearly
ndia continues to be the second largest 104,000. Yet, India, as a destination
source of international students in the for US students, increased 44.4%. .
US. Areverse growth of sorts is hap- While slightly declining in num- ¢

pening too, with the number of American  bers, students from India still
students studying in India growing by a represent 14% of all internation-
whopping 44.4% from 2690 last year to al students in US higher educa-

3884, aceording to Open Doors 2011, the tion.

i

annual report on international academic South Korea is the
mobility published by the Institute of third leading place of ori-
International Education (TIE) with sup- gin, with more than ;
port from the Bureau of Educational and 73,000 students, increas- Y
Cultural Affairs of the United States ing by 2% and making up
Department of State. 10% percent of the total,

The number of Indian students
enrolled in US institutions of higher edu-
cation in 2010/11 continues to be over 1
lakh at 103,895, but there has been a mar-
ginal decline in the number compared to
last year (104,897).

“We are extremely pleased that more = For 2010-201, the o
Americans are showing interest in study- number of internationaf - E fﬁ ‘
ing in India. It shows the level of excite- students in US col- j
‘ment India enjoys among young . legesfuniversities
Ameéricans. I am also very pleased that (723,277) was up 5%
Indian students continue to show interest = Chinese student enrolment ¢
instudying in the US. The decline in fig- . rose to 158,000 students, near~
ures is only marginal and such minor vari- ly 22% of the total international ;
ations do not reflect a drop in overall inter- student population, making China the .
est in the US as the preferred destination leading student-sending country AT
abroad for Indian students”, said Adam J « India still represents 14% of all interna- w..,x - Y
Grotsky, executive director, United States tional students in US higher education, s : e
India Educational Foundation (USIEF). - making it the number two country T, m .\ \ o I TR oy
This year’s Open Doors report shows = South Korea is the third leading place of IS TR T TCY S L :
that the total number of international stu- origin, with mora than 73,000 students, T g e N :
dents at colleges and universities in the . increasing by 2% and making up 10% of * e R :
United States increased by 5% to 723,277 the total . R

B
'

e
B e it e
ta TN

during the 2010/11 academic year. Thisrep- %
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‘Academicians want
streamlining of

admission process

i Shaswati Das

, mshaswati das@hindustantimes com

; NEW DELHI: Delhi University's
(DU) decision to set up a high-
powered committee to oversee
" the admission process for the
: upeoming academic session in
' 2012-13 has made principals and
teachers across the varsity take
notice.

' Principals across DU have
; come out with a string of issues
. that need to be redressed to
. streamline the admission pro-
. cedure from the next academ-
ic session.

“The first meeting is yet to
take place, since we have not
received a formal notification,
However, as a principal, I have
noted that there are several
issues that need to be addressed.
We need to come to a consen-
sus on the OBC admissions.
General category admissions
also need to be streamlined in
a better way. This year
the application forms were done
away with, as it did not serve
any purpose. We need to
come up with a new system that

will serve as an alternative
to the present one,”" said SK
Garg, principal, Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya College and
convener of the committee.

Some members of the com-
mittee were also sceptical about
the Delhi High Court’s inter-
vention in ECA admissions in
certain colleges in the DU.

“Why should the need for legal
intervention at all? We need to
take stock of this situation and
ensure that this is never repeat-
ed again. We also need to stream-
line the admission process for
students with a gap year in
between, because it has been
found that a few colleges
have turned these students
away,” said a member of the
committee, requesting
anonymity.

However, some members
have also pointed out that with
the large influx of students in
the Delhi University, several
other systemic changes need to
be rolled out
to ensure that the quality of
education it -not
compromised.
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How technology offers heart
atients a better quullty of life

Dr HAR|NDER SINGH BeD!

While it is true that heart
disease is spreading fast in
India, our management has
also improved with the
help of revolutionary new
technologies and improved
skills. The availability of
finer imaging facilities,
refined hardware and tech-
niques have led to better
patient care.

BETTER IMAGING *
MODALITIES

The first step is edrly diag-
nosis - the sooner a disease
is identified, the better it
can be controlled. Newer
imaging techniques are a
boon to the cardiac scien-
tist.

Multi-slice CT scanner:
This firstly identifies
patients at risk by a method
known as calcium scoring -
the higher the score, the
more the risk of heart dis-
ease, The newer 64-slice
and above CT can give a
very accurate 3D anatomi-
cal image of the heart
(coronary), arteries . The
details and spatial orienta-
tion given are unmatched
by the previous imaging
modalities. A new addition
to CT - the Fractional Flow
Reserve (FFR) — gives
valuable information about
the significance of a block
on the heart function.

« Cardiac
Resonance Imaging
(CMRI): This gives an
excellent view of the anato-
my of the heart and is
especially useful in under-
standing the complex
anatomy in ctomplicated
cases ‘

Positron Emission
Tomography (PET) and
Nuclear Heart Scan or
Cardiac Viability Study):
This has an excellent pre-
dictive value — it tells the
cardiac scientisi whether
there are any areas in the
heart which are at risk for
developing a heart attack
and if recovery is possible
after an intervention.

Genetic testing and evalu-
ation of bio-markers will
help in identifying people
at the risk of developing
heart disease.

By these predictive tests a
person at risk could be tar-
geted with . aggressive
lifestyle modifications and
other therapies so that he is
saved from an avoidable
heart attack.

Magnetic

New technology may pre-
dict heart attack in waiting.
A new imaging technolo-

gy may held the key to not

only stopping heart attacks
in their tracks but also prg-
venting them for ever
occurring. For the first
time, researchers at Mount
Sinai School of Medicine
have shown the use of
multi-detector computed
tomography (CT) imaging
along with a novel contrast
agent that can detect dan-
gerous, high-risk plaque
which may cause heart
attack and stroke.
VALYULAR
DISEASE
Repair of valves is now
possible by a skilled car-
diac surgeon. Such volves
have an edge over artificial
valves as they will not need
any blood thinner and
would  hopefully last
longer. A new technique
called TAVI (Transcatheter
Aortic Valve Implantation)}

has now crossed the
research stage and is being
used successfully 'on

humans. In this technique a
heart valve is implanted
without putting the patient
on a heart-lung machine or
making any cut. This
should be especially useful

in old and high-risk
patients.
For patients requiring

conventional surgery, bet-
ter quality valves are being
developed. These need less
or no anti-coagulation
(blood thinners), are safe
during pregnancy and last
longer than before,
CORONARY -ARTERY
DISEASE
Bypass surgery has under-
gone a sea change with the
advent of beating heart sur-
gery. Patient mortality,
morbidity, hospital stay
and use of blood products
have markedly got reduced.

Another new technology
that has been developed is
Minimally Invasive
Cardiac Surgery (MICS).
Here special instruments
and cameras are used to do
almost any kind of open-
heart surgery, including
valve and congenital heart
surgery  (in  children)
through a tiny incision.
NEWER CATHETER
INTERVENTIONS
Here are some very inter-
esting techniques:

@ Intentionally scarring a
part of the heart to stop a

* rhythm disturbance
HEART |

@ Routing a tiny umbrel-
la-shaped device to patch a
hole in the heart

® Cutting away excess
calcium in arteries with a
diamond-coated burr, a cut-
ting instrument that rotates
at 150,000 rpm (or about
15 times faster than a race
car engine)

@ Opening tough block-
ages using a cutting bal-
loen with sharp blades

" @& Removing a blood clot

within the heart arteries,
using a suction catheter or
a special jet catheter

® Using a catheter with an
ultrasound probe (IVUS or
intra-vascular ultrasound) at
its tip to Jook at the inside of
the heart arteries. This is
done after an angiogram or
a heart catheterisation

study. It is done when we do *

not get a good enough pic-
ture of the calcium or
plague, and how bad the
narrowing is, This gives us
a circumferential view of
the inside of the artery, like
going through a tunnel.

@ ICE or intra-cardiac
echo to look at the cham-
bers of the heart from
inside

® Bio-degradable stents
which will disappear after

doing their job — reducing ;

the incidence of 1estenosis

' STEM CELL THERAPY™

This is a novel approach
and holds promise for
patients with end-stage
heart disease. The basis is
the use of the stem cell
from the patient’s own
body. This miracle cell has
the potential to develop
into a heart tissue to
replace the dead muscle.
This concept has come a
long way from the bench
to the operating room and
carries a lot of hope for the
patients who otherwise
would have needed a heart

transplant,
GENE THERAPY
The unlocking of the
human genome has thrown
open vast possibilities in
the total eradication of dis-
ease from the root. Thus, it
may be possible to actually
repair the ‘defective’ gene
responsible for the higher
incidence of heart disease
in Indians.

Home-monitoring system
of pacemakers, ICDs

This technology helps in
continuous and automatic
monitoring of congestive
heart failure patients in
their homes, resulting in
fewer re-admissions to the
hospital and lower health-
care costs. The home mon-
itoring system observes
any fluctuations or incon-
sistencies in the signals
being received by heart-
monitoring devices like the
pacemaker and
implantable cardioverter
defibrillator (ICD) and
sends the signals to the
patient's physician via
email, SMS or fax, This
system allows physicians
to remotely monitor their
patients’  clinical and

device status any time and

from anywhere in the

world.

Selfrtesting, of .. blood,

coagulation profile

"TPT/INR self-testing kit

allows patients to measure
their blood's anti-coagula-
tion levels — how long it
takes their blood to 'clot' -
at their places of residence.
BLOODLESS VASCU-

LAR TRAUMA
SURGERY :
An interesting recent

development has been the
approval of a gel called
LeGoo. This is a tempera-
ture-sensitive gel that is
liquid at room temperature
and solid at higher temper-
atures, When injected into

examjnation of the patient.

a blood vessel, Lcho
forms a gel plug that molds
to the shape of the blood
vessel and stops blood flow
for up to 15 minutes.- This
can give vital time in emer-

" gency cases to control

blood loss.

Use of mobile phones

The iPhone ECG is a
device that turns the iPhone
4 into a heart monitor.
Oklahoma physician David
Albert invented a slim case
that fits over the iPhone,
featuring low-power elec-
trodes.  When pressed”
against the chest or fingers,
it displays the electrical
activity of a persoen's heart.
The device can be used to
detect heart blockage and
unstable heartbeat, and can
the monitor heart rate at
rest and during exercise. A
simple, yet ingenious kit
has recently been devel-
oped in Africa that turns a
low-cost mobile phone —
not a smartphone — into a
sophisticated stethoscope.

All good gyms have tread-
mills which meonitor the
heart rate continuously just
by holding on to the handle
bars. Small belt -wom
devices tell you how much
you walked in a day and how
many calories you burnt.
NANOTECHNOLOGY
This is indeed a revolution-
ary concept in medicine.
Microscopic implantable
drug delivery systems and
slow release capsules are
changing the way drugs are
being given. Bio-feedback
mechanisms attempt to
mimic the human body’s
methods of keeping vital
molecules — electrolytes,
blood sugar etc — under
tight control.

All these new technology-
driven ' advances  are
patient -friendly and effec-
tive. They reduce mortality,
morbidity and hospital stay.
“A better quality of Tife Tor™
the patient is the final aim. {
A word of caution: One:
should never forget the:
need for good history tak- :
ing and a proper physical

The writer, Head of Cardio- '
Vascular, Endovascular &§
Thoracic  Surgery  at|
Christian Medical College:
& Hospital, Ludhiana, and .'
was earlier at the St;
Vincents Hospital, Sydney. 1
Email drhsbedieme
@gmail.com
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